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nd how it has grown in a
brief four veurs from a very small be-
gunire o be one of the greatest
corrmercial organizations in the Uni-
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1ed States 18 an interesting one.

The Southern Commercial (Con-
gress < Lo more commerciWy than it
e industt no more indukirial than
agricultural no more agricultural
than roucational. It is all of these
and more tou! for it is the name of |
the nonvetnent intended to weld into
one rresistible contidence all the seat-
teredd oourts that are being made |
througtont all the South to utilize
resunroes, amproyve conditions and fit-
inel riounce the advantiiges of the
Soyth 1o the world.

What The Congress 1<,

e =outhern Commerceial Congress
I nol in business, and yet it is a pro-
et - business, It is not interest-
e i1 educational institution, yet
it profs cducation, It has not a
sunie o I land to sell, yet it is
creating lemand for land. 1t does
not g ist periodical, vet its in-
fluence throush the printed page has
Erow s faps and bounds. It is not
a talivtal advertiser, yvet its worn
Wil prenpt o widespread and comn-
peelline dburst of Southern munici-
pal a1 vstule advertising. It :s
ot e name of an annual meeting,
\.‘ folds annual meetings as part!
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Others the changes, uses, and activi-
Hes that should be in the South, but
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_ fivvement was  organized in
Washington in December, 190X, with
the fuil dignity of its name and its
Purpose. und yet when it started there
Was net sn effective union of con-
Slructive  forces anywhere iIn the
South to sustain it: nor did it wait
fer the pledges of men whose in-
:'h"'l'FIH would be benefited through

CRuccess of the effgrt.

AS & movement it sprang full grown
from the minds of a

group of com-
¢ aries who met in Chat-
Ano Fenn., in August, 19¢8, and
deciied that there were certain con-
:limnr-.-_ “Xisting in the South and out-
Wide of 1t that could only be met by
o alen of wffort, and further decided

.”:1‘: ! such @ union of effort did not
]

Miereiql secret
tinooge,

Rits ‘*“!--;11:"” by state, throughout the
o 'H' e, without waztmg' for _lhe
. n..‘.‘-”.}"ﬁ of gradual unification,
that »: ; Ukt .be hgld to declare
Cleay Yl 4 union did exist. The
uta--u..ll"}.zn"‘"l ¢f the men who
,,‘_'”,‘ f"" movement is confirmed
.“-‘a'l!"w‘[lu..“[. lh:lt"l‘n less than three
Gal Cope words ““Southern Commer-
'h!’c.“,h'”'.hs have becoine known
of ”*L‘r-tiljt.;i:rthr nation, the influenc:«

for union have been felt

TeCOEDind “?‘w South, and it is now

oo 48 4 practical force for
Y. buth here and abroad.

e . VThe First Plans.
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' our minds for the onc
means of stirring tie
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collectively, involved
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knowledge of tae
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' 8round, being unique among the wa-

| deavor the mind of the boy and man |

Ohio and the Missouri and 1he north- cational Recovery.” The seene along

: = S : the Guif, - 3 3 33 . g :
';fﬁe;“";',‘.‘.‘”gs °fdthe Mississippi, 18,000 | 7913, wil) L::-larl:-‘: Jf.?ﬁ‘r'fé ‘132.:?:{[",?‘;1?
cluding E‘h(:?unMi:gi;s};gpf;oul:':;ir;‘r‘ tl.n; South's Commercial Recovery," using
South possess ! €l the completed Panama

Canal as g
means of defining the increasine im-
poriance of the Southern States as
r_elated to the commerce of the na-
tion and of the world. The scene in
trans-Mississippi territory in 1914
will express the idea of internal de-
velopment, the rapid growth bheing
regarded as a tvpe of the growth that
will be common in the whole South

€8 nearly
oat of the total
led States.
Waterpower near
areas—the Southern
with their surrou
ductivity,

24,600 miles
POssessed by 1he . nj-

great producing

Appalachians
nding region of pro-
above ground and under-

terpo_wer regions of the nation.
Rainfall in inches pPer year and dis-

; 1 in the next guarter : : s
tribution per rncmth-_——the South ex- | gcene in 191(‘3,‘“-111 b.f,)f%‘t (;;n:,‘?l;\qm?;(_‘
vellm‘g all other portions of the Uni- ton or in Richmond and “'-;'11 ex-
:(l;d Stiites ‘“\_thli particular, except | pregs a1 that is in\‘::‘.:ed in  the
€ extreme Northwes 2 rOr Vi i i 2
Souna. est around Pugel | wards “The 3 Ictories of Fifty Years

of Peace."”

S(_Jlls and wet lands—the South pos- |
sessing great stretches of typical |
soils; for instance, fifty million acres |
of truck lands: and also pussessil-:.:‘
by far the greatest portion of the wet
Jands of the U nited States. These
represent the richest soils imaginable
when excess moisture is removed.

Davs of temperature favorable to

Such a constructive move, so broad
in all its purposes., has never been
undertaken for any other portion of
the United States, and, indeed, such
a4 move is unnecessary for other por-
tions of the United States.

Headquarters in Washington.

The (‘ongress was started in Wash-

plant growth—the greater portion of | ington, in December, 1908, and has
the South lying within a region of 210 | réemained active there ever since,
days between frosts, in which par- | Washington was chosen as headguar-
ticular it has the advantage of the |ters in order that the efforts of the
rest of the nation, for these days of | UOngress might actually bring to
Browing temperature are associated | Pass a physical return of the South
with rainfall and with great soil |10 the Nuation's capitol. and in or-
types. der that using the natural advan-

IF'orests and forest possibilities-— | tages of Washington for resear: h, it

the South having for three years poo- | might. in the campaign for the South,

duced more lumber than all the other | cOme into touch, by correspondence
States together, and the climate of and rhruugh_the Southern exhibit,
the South is peculiarly favorable to | With many minds from many places,

reforestation and to perpetual growth.

and thusg send to all portions of the
Minerals in their distribution near

nation the broader understandingz of
navigable streams and to the coast— | the South, which the nation needs
thus becoming more valuable for | in order to increase its strength. An
transportation, for use, and for coni- Iadditional reason for choosing Wash-
merce than is true in relation to the | INRtOn was that the most highly or-
other divisions of the United Stat.s. | 2anized government of modern times
Scope of The Congress. is located there; vet, though so high-

In other “‘Ords' using material ly organized, it is faUII.l!}' :Lrti!'l“;ltt‘d,
things, a movement was sturted 10| 2nd the opportunity was seen for a
appeal not only to the pride of heri- | movement on behalf of the South to

tage, not only to the pride of pos- [COMe in touch with governmental ae-
session, but also to the pride of |tivities, supply the necessary correla-
achievement, latent in the South if |tion, and then use the researches of

this great array of resources once be- | the nation in terms of the South for

comes impressed on the mind of men, | the South’s internal benefit and for
for no civilization has arisen any- 1;9 external irfluence upon the na-
where in the world over except  tion.

It is a fact that without money to
start with, without any official guar-
antee of support by Southern States
at any time, and without a numer-
ous following in the first two vears
of its existence, this movement has,

through the utilization of some one
or more of these basic resources.
Therefore, beginning with purely ma-
terial things, which, after all, are the
bases of every sane human activity,
the Southern Commercial Congress

has reached up into the realms of |in a few yveurs, begun to deliver to the
ethics, patriotism, and of statesman- |Ration & new  message from the
ship. It has declared that upon these | South.

The Southern Commercial Congress

resourees a greater civilization than | ¢ !
is doing aggreasive work along many

has ever existed in the South must

ise to benefit the nation. Further- | lines.
more, 1t has  declared . that If this|  AS the SEeEt of the All foyth Con.
greater civilization should arise | ference, the Congress is leading In
largely through the vision and activ- | @ campaign of co-o_perative adver-
ities of those who are now strangers | tising, whereby a guide book to be

known as the “Lure of the l.and,”
with an issue of five million, made
in regulation size to fit into the rail-
road racks of the world, will divert a
just proportion of the three hundred
thousand tourists who cross the con-
tinent annually to come by way of
the Scuth.
only twenty thousand take the Soutlh-
ern route.
Exhibit Assumes Form.

The permanent southern exhibit is
now assuming definite form as an in-
terpretation of the resources of the
South. This is possibly the greatest
single achievement of the (‘ongress
The exhibit contains fifty-five hun-
dred square feet, and sixteen great
columns dedicated to the state of
its territory. The visitors who come
to Washington from states of the
union adn all countries of the worid.

to the South, it should stand as an
everlasting reproach to the men of
the South, who, treading under foot
opportunities unmatchable, saw in
these opportunities no persoenal chal-
lenge to effort. It was also seen if
the active campaign to stir the mind
of the nation as a whole toward new
assurance in the South were not first
undertaken in the South itself, the
natural lure of the resources would
bring into that region a sweep of
population whose use of resources
would be superior to those left in
charge of the South, but unwilling
to exert transforming influences.
Consequently, while the Southern
Commercial Congress sounds as if it
were commercial, it might with truth
be called the “Southern Ethical Con-
gress,” for it is a moral power, and
it regards as its very best field of en-

| to the International Institute of Ag-
riculture of Rome, Italy, presided
over a conference at the fourth
nual convention of the congress held
in Nashville, which considered the
question of the Kuropean systemsg of
rural credits. Twenty-seven states
were represented at the conference.
As a result, the congress is now us-
sembling a commission tu go abroad
to study the systems of agricuiturdl
finance, in order that scme systemn
mav be recommended to eolve the
rural financial problem of the Uni-
ted States

The congress is eonducting &a ni-
tional campaign In advocacy of Fed-

of the South, so that by constant re-
iteration of the truths of the South it
may arouse in the mind an affirma-
tive impulse to control ,use, and
transform the resources of the South.
Furthermore, but declaring the great
truths of the Soutih particularly rel-
ative to it® unoccupied acres, the
Southern Commercial Congress strives
to broaden the thought of the South,
so that it may desire the arrival pf
more men of good intent to share in
its problems of development,
Works in Many F‘lclds.

The Southern Commercial Con-
gress might with equal accuracy be
called the *“Southern Renationaliza-

-3 1)
il

[Under present conditions |

“tfteen Minutes
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Much Sympathy  for Defendant o

Account of Social Standing—De-

cision Was Unanime s,

3. — After heing
this
jury in the Burroughs Jgi-
Sult returned verdict,
ing the divorce to John S Burrcughs.

The verdict little surprise,
nor would it have created Yery much

Durham.

Julky. 1

€ss than fiffeen minutes

the

Yvaree a

frant-

‘reated

the other way There was a good
deal of symputhy for the woman
here on account of the fact that she
has been prominent no local socisty
here and had many friends among
the upper social set

_ If local gossip is to be belieyved, had
It not been for the fact that Mr.
roughs wished to save the reputlation
¢f 4 number of prominent men and
women of the city he could hav ¢ had
4 much stronger case, g case in which

Bur-

| the evidence would not hiave been al-

|
|
|
|

together of a circumstantial Nalure,

Not until all the evidence was takén
did some of the people of this city
breathe a sigh of relief. for they id
not know just what turn the test)-
|mony wounld tieke and who it wayld
INvaolyve,

One member of the jury said iodav
that the whole twelyve men waonld

f
{
|
1

have rendered the verdit in favor of
the divorce before any of the lamvers

spoke or before the charge of (he
| Judge had they been called on to act
il that time. The decision wuas un

i
1

|

]

animous and it seems that the admis-
sions wiade by Mrs. Burroushs o1: 1 lje
(ross-examination of Mr. Bryvant turn-

ed the tide in favor of the plaintiff
Mirs. Dhurroughs s still in the (ol &7
and seems 1o be taking the verdicot
of the court in a very mditter of facot

manner,

eral aid for vocationul education.
When the DPage-Wilson bill, now
pending, is enacted into Jaw. one of

the greatest problems of the country
will be solved, in that provision will
be made for the education of the
masses 1o articulate with the prob-
lems of life,

A standing committive is
ating with the headquiarters
congress in  solving the plantatien
probiem, in the effort to break up
large plantations into small fiarms.
Mr. 1. C. Irvine, of Mobile. Alabama.
is the chairman of thi® committee.
He has associated with him the fui-

V-0 lr.-]'_

of the

lowing gentlemen: Col. Harvie Jor-
dan, Atlanta, Ga.: T. F. I'eck. Stute
Commissioner of Agriculture. Nash-

ville, Tenn.: E. J. Watson, State Com-
missioner of Agriculture, Columbia,
S. C.; George W. Deen, Wayceross, Gi.

The Congress of the [United States
has been petitioned by the Southern
Commercial Congress to make a com-
plete survey of the swamp and over-
flowed lands of the [United States,
and a standing committee has been
appointed by President Fletcher to
simplify and standardize the drainage

laws of the Southern States. The
committee is asg follows: Col., J. .
Wright, State Dralnage Engineer, of
Tallahassee, Fla., chairman: A. W.
McKeand, Charieston, S. (.: Jos.
Hyde Pratt, Chapel Hill, N. (.: Jus-
tin F. Denechaud, New (rlean=. Il.a :
Wm. W. Old, Jr.,, Norfolk, Va.: Wal-
ter Clark, Clarksdale, Miss: A H.

Purdue, Nashville, Tenn.: A. A. Stiles,
Austin, Texas; ("has F. Barrett,
Shawnee, Okla., J. P. Matthews, ¢/, | -
land, Tenn.

’resident Fletcher has appointed

a committee of three from each of
the cixteen staies comprimed in the
territory of the Southern Cominer-

cial Congress with the view of recom-

| mending, where necessary, such
i changes in the tzx lAws of their re-
I spective stales as thev may deemnm 1o
| he the most helpful. end such will
{ be as nearly as possible, uniform for
| all stutes represented.  This commit-
btee will make a final report at ithe

I next session of the Southern Cormmer
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